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Pre-Columbian Societies                           Choice Board

Essential Question:

· What were the Central & South American societies like before Columbus?
TASK 1: Must Do

· Use the textbook to fill out the comparison chart.

· Highlight what they have in common(on back)
TASK 2: Choose 2 to answer ON A SEPARATE SHEET
· Create 2 caution signs that you might see if you traveled back in time to this civilization.  What is a danger TO this civilization and what was a danger OF this civilization (what made it dangerous?).  Your sign should be simple in design.  Write 2 sentences explaining your 2 designs. 
· Write 6 TEST-WORTHY multiple choice questions.  Include an answer key.  You cannot use a question from the reading!
· Compose an acrostic poem using the words PRE-COLUMBIAN.  Each letter should start a sentence about the Pre-Columbian Societies.
· Create a “Top 10” list of things that you should remember from the 3 civilizations.  Then, re-write them in order of LEAST to MOST important. Make sure you include which civilization the thing/person/idea is from and why it is important.
TASK 3: Choose 1 to answer ON A SEPARATE SHEET
· You have been assigned to represent one of the largest American empires (Aztec, Maya, Inca). Imagine your empire is a college competing against the other 2 empires for applicants. Find a way to advertise your “school” to future students. Some possible advertising options are: facebook page, postcard, design a T-Shirt, school Twitter, campus map, class brochures, flyers for campus events, school slogans, student testimonies, university logos, posters, signs or even a song. You will create 2 & explain each in 3 sentences.
· Write a “recipe” for the creation of one of the 3 civilizations. Include the “ingredients” that went into forming that civilization and any special instructions for bringing them together.  You must include at least 8 total ingredients & Write out at least 5 step-by-step directions for creating the civilization
Example  Roman Empire Salad

Ingredients:
1 Ambitious General (Julius Caesar)
100 Senators
Barbarian enemies
1 Large Mixing European Continent
1 Angry Nephew (Octavius)
1 scared population
Thousands of trained soldiers
1 Conspiracy
29 Knives
1 Prideful Senator (Cassius)

1. In the Large Mixing European Continent add the Barbarian enemies to the scared population and the 100 Senators.
2. After letting them mix for about 10 years it will begin to boil - add the Ambitious General and the Thousands of trained soldiers. These will calm the mixture and stop the boiling.
3. After stewing for a few months you will have 1 Prideful Senator.
4. Take the Prideful Senator out and mix it with 1 Conspiracy and 29 knives.  Mix it back in with the rest of the ingredients.
5. Add the Angry Nephew to the dish.
6. The Angry Nephew will mix with the thousands of trained soldiers to dissolve the remaining ingredients. While all the flavors will mix together the Angry Nephew will be the strongest spice. Inside your Large Mixing European Continent you will be left with a Roman Empire Salad!

	
	Maya 250 BC – 900BC

(p 446-451)
	Aztec 1200-1521 AD 

(p 452-458)
	Inca 1438-1535 AD 

(p 459-465)

	Why Rise?
	
	
	

	Religion

(mono- or poly- theistic?)
	
	
	

	Culture
	
	
	Allowed conquered people to keep own customs if loyal but demanded tribute (labor).  No major social pyramid. Ayllu (family groups) were basis of society.

	Economy
	No uniform currency (cacao, or chocolate beans, often used)


	Extensive Trade through central AND south America
	People cared for in good & bad times & gave work to the state in return (like socialism)



	Politics
	Theocracy(ruled by god-king)

Dynasties
	
	

	Technology
	
	Didn’t have enough land, so built Chinampas (floating gardens) in order to do large-scale agriculture
	

	Why Fall?
	
	
	


