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Mohandas K. Gandhi
The most important leader in achieving independence for India was Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi—The Great Soul. He was born in India in 1869. He is honored by the people of India as the father of their nation. Gandhi’s life was guided by a search for the truth. He believed that truth could be known only through tolerance and concern for his fellow man, and that finding a truthful way to solutions required constant testing. Gandhi overcame fear in himself and taught others to master fear. He believed in nonviolence, but also held that violence is better than cowardice. He lived a simple life and thought it was wrong to kill animals for food or to use their hides. 

Gandhi developed a method of direct social action, based upon principles of courage, non-violence, and truth, which is called satyagraha. In this method, the way people behave is more important than what they achieve. Satyagraha was used to fight for India’s independence and to bring about social change.

In 1893, Gandhi went to South Africa to do some legal work. South Africa was then under British control. Almost immediately he was abused because he was an Indian who claimed his rights as a British subject. He saw that other Indians also suffered from discrimination. His law assignment was for one year, but he stayed in South Africa for 21 years to work for Indian rights. 

Gandhi began to experiment with his new method of nonviolence action. He led many campaigns for Indian rights in South Africa and edited a newspaper, Indian Opinion. As part of satyagraha, he promoted civil disobedience campaigns and organized a strike among Indian miners. He developed a plan designed to better the situation of the Indians in South Africa. Gandhi told the Indians “Part of our sad condition stems from our own actions. Europeans say, with some truth, that Indians have dirty, unsanitary habits. They say we cannot be trusted to tell the truth. They say we cannot communicate with them, or even at time with each other.” 
Gandhi suggested a five-point program to overcome these objections. He urged his fellow countrymen: 

1. Always Tell The Truth, Even In Business. Let us get the reputation of being honest and dependable. Then Europeans will be glad to have us as residents, and they will want to do business with us. 

2. Adopt More Sanitary Habits. Keep as clean as you keep your person. Learn from Europeans how to dispose of wastes. 

3. Learn English. There are so many different languages in India that many of us cannot converse together. We must all learn a common language, and I advise English. 

4. Forget Caste And Religious Differences. Let us all work together—Hindus, Muslims, Paris, Christians; high castes and low castes; indentured laborers and free. Then we can grow strong enough to make our influence felt. 

5. Form An Association To Inform The Authorities of Our Hardships. Gandhi was arrested many times by the British, but his efforts brought important reforms. Gandhi also worked for the British when he felt justice was on their side. In 1930, Gandhi led hundreds of followers on a 200 mile march to the sea, where they made salt from seawater. This was a protest against the Salt Acts, which made it a crime to possess salt not bought from the government. During World War II, Gandhi continued his struggle for India’s freedom through non-violent disobedience to British rule. He was jailed for the last time in 1942. Altogether, he spent seven years in prison for political activity. He believed that it is honorable to go to jail for a good cause.
CLOSER:

Once you read both sides, fill in the notes, and answer the discussion question (on back), ON THE SAME SHEET AS YOUR OPENER, make a Venn diagram.  Your Venn diagram should either…

A) Compare Gandhi to Malala (4 things in common, 4 things different)

B) Compare India to Israel (4 things in common, 4 things different)

Malala Yousafzai

On Oct. 9, 2012, Malala left school, laughing with her friends as they climbed into the back of a small pick-up truck used to transport the children. Suddenly a masked man with a gun stopped the truck beside a dusty, open field. A second masked man jumped into the back with a pistol.  "Who is Malala?" he shouted. No one said anything but automatically their heads turned toward Malala. He raised his pistol and fired and fired again. One bullet hit Malala.

Malala was transferred to a military hospital near Islamabad, the Pakistani capital. Her father, Ziauddin, certain that his daughter would not survive the night, sent a message to his brother-in-law in Swat to prepare a coffin and a vehicle to take her body back.  Malala woke up a week later at a hospital in Birmingham, England, where she was taken for specialist treatment. She gradually regained her sight and her voice, was reunited with her parents, and published a book to support girls’ education.  But the many awards that have since been bestowed on Malala, including the Nobel Peace Prize, have stirred anti-Western sentiments in Pakistan, where a brutal insurgency has killed thousands of civilians and more than 4,000 soldiers.

The militants threaten to kill her should she dare return home to Pakistan, and the principal at her old school says that as Malala's fame has grown, so has fear in her classrooms.  The giant sign that once identified Malala's school is gone. Rickshaws rumble to a stop as girls, their heads covered and faces obscured, scramble out and dash into the building.  Children scrambled to hide from the camera and the school principal, Selma Naz, spoke quickly and in hushed tones. "It is much more dangerous for us after Malala's shooting and all the attention that she is getting," said Naz. "The Taliban are very dangerous. We all have fear in our hearts."

An armed commando now stands guard outside the school's massive black steel front door. Naz, who started as school principal three months ago, said it doesn't help that Malala's assailant is still at large.  The attacker will likely never be caught since police rarely even investigate an incident if the Taliban take credit for it because of fear of retaliation.

Last weekend the Taliban again vowed to try to kill Malala if she returned from Britain to Pakistan, which she has repeatedly said is her dream.  "If we found her again, then we would definitely try to kill her," Taliban spokesman Shahidullah Shahid told the AP in an interview. "We will feel proud upon her death.

PICK 1:  Discussion Questions (5-7 sentences)
1.  If you were a 16-year-old girl in Pakistan, could you have imagined doing what Malala did? What do you admire about Malala?

2.   Why are her actions significant in terms of the worldwide struggle for human rights (in particular, women's rights)? If you could have spoken to the Nobel Prize committee, what would you have said in her support?.

3.  What complex impact has Malala’s experience and story had in Pakistan?

